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YMCA Youth Parliament � Adjournment Debate 

HON DONNA FARAGHER (East Metropolitan � Minister for Youth) [10.36 pm]: I rise to speak tonight 
on a matter relating to my youth portfolio. I do not intend to delay the house terribly long, but I thank Hon Sally 
Talbot for raising an issue concerning the YMCA Youth Parliament. She pre-empted my intention, because I 
was going to raise this tomorrow at the end of question time in response to an answer I gave to Hon Adele Farina 
during the last sittings. I say at the outset, that I also am very supportive of the work undertaken by the YMCA. 
Obviously, it is a very well known organisation here in Western Australia and beyond our state. Indeed, I had the 
opportunity during National Youth Week to participate in the festyhead youth festival at the YMCA 
Headquarters in Leederville.  

I am also looking forward to the YMCA Youth Parliament. When I was shadow Minister for Youth, I had the 
opportunity to attend a number of the Youth Parliament openings and found that it was a very worthwhile 
program. I have spoken to a number of participants over the years and am pleased that some youth members 
have already contacted me as a local member. I was very happy to support them.  

Unfortunately I did not have all the information in front of me when that question was asked of me a couple of 
weeks ago. I checked with the Office for Youth and I was given some information that the member might care to 
become aware of. I understand that the YMCA did receive annual funding through the Office for Youth 
community services grants program to run the Youth Parliament. However, following a review, that funding was 
withdrawn in 2006 under the previous government. In 2006-07 the YMCA received $10 000 under the Youth 
Grants WA sponsorship program, so it was successful in 2006-07. However, in 2007-08 it applied again for 
funding through that program and was not successful.  

Hon Peter Collier: Who was the government then?  

Hon DONNA FARAGHER: Again, it was not successful in 2008-09. I am coming to our position, but I want to 
reiterate to Hon Sally Talbot that I recognise the importance of the YMCA. The reason the funding ceased in 
2006 is probably something she will need to raise with the former Minister for Youth, Hon Ljiljanna Ravlich, 
who might be able to enlighten her a little more on that. Having said that, this government recognises the 
importance of the YMCA. Obviously, we have taken office post the 2008-09 budget. Our position is that my 
office has spoken previously to the YMCA. Subsequent to that, a meeting was arranged with the Office for 
Youth. I understand that the Office for Youth had a good conversation with the YMCA. The Office for Youth 
has provided the YMCA with details of the funding programs available and about how it might apply for the 
next round of funding, which I understand will be looked at in the spring of this year. Unfortunately we seem to 
be in a bit of a hiatus in terms of the funding for this year. However, I am very keen as Minister for Youth to see 
what opportunities are available for the YMCA. I am very supportive of the work that the YMCA is doing 
through the Youth Parliament and outside that. As I said, I have seen firsthand the work that it is doing at YMCA 
Headquarters at Leederville. It is obviously disappointing that this funding ceased in 2006. We are very keen to 
see whether we can rectify that for future Youth Parliaments. Like Hon Sally Talbot, I am very keen to 
encourage all members of this house, as well as those in the other house, to go to the Youth Parliament and see 
the great things that young people are doing in this state and to support them in what they are doing.  
 


